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2599 LeConte Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
May 23, 1977 


Dear Harold, 

I have just received your letter of 5/19. Since Alvarez is on vacation, 

I’ll have to answer on the basis of my personal knowledge. 

I certainly don 1 t recall telling you that ’’this adventure had nothing at 
all to do with Alvarez.” We have never fully agxx agreed on XhKUKXgxfi exactly 
what his work signifies; as his paper makes clear, his conclusions are his own; 
and I do not agree with all of them. 

The first time I saw or heard anything of alleged ERDA ’’support” for this 
work was in Alvarez' paper (both the preprint and final version). I know that 
I paid for a good chunk of the g film, processing, etc. nf out of my own pocket. 

Prior to publication, Alvarez’ paper was distributed by the Lab as a preprint, 
as is usually done with technical papers (and, in the case of someone as high-ranking 
as Alvarez, with somewhat ’personal’ material, such as his Nobel Prize acceptance 
remarks , I suppose) . I would assume that his personal secretary at the lab did 
the typing, and the figures were exideran evidently prepared at the lab. I 
would be quite rap surprised if the ERDA "support” went beyond that. (Since most 
of us were on flexible schedules, it might be argued that we spent lab time on 
this project, but that would be impossible to pin down.) 

To repeat, I don’t know of any other official "support” for any of Alvarez’ 
work on the Zapruder film; I would be very surprised if ERDA gave him any money 
earmarked for this. 

The Lab's preprint version of Alvarez’ paper bore a prepreira preprinted 
statement on the cover that the work was sponsored by the U.S. R government; the 
cover said it was prepared for ERDA "under Contract W-7405-ENG-48. ” I'm pretty 
sure that this is a general contract; that statement appears on each Lab report. 

I expect that it is quite misleading in this particular case. 

If you want further clarification, you can write Alvarez directly at 
Group A Physics, Lawrence Berkeley Lab., University of California, Berkeley 
CA 94720. 

Again, I don't think your inference that ERDA has subsidized work in 
contradiction to yours is justified. * 

When Alvarez’ preprint was first available, I gave him a list of names and 
addresses of critics wra who I fckag thought would be interested; if your name was 
not on that list, the omission was inadvertent. 

By the way, I saw you on the Lou Gordon show a while back, and I thought 
you did an excellent job. 


Sincerely 



PLH 


